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SPORT AND ACTIVE RECREATION PROGRAMS — CHILD SAFETY 

661. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Sport and Recreation: 

The minister has previously highlighted the work being undertaken by this government in the development of 
statewide sporting infrastructure and additional resourcing for sport and active recreation programs across 
metropolitan, regional and remote Western Australia. Can the minister inform the house of the work that this 
government is undertaking to ensure that these facilities, and local clubs and associations, are providing safe 
environments for our children? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

I thank the member for North West for another excellent question. It follows on from his theme yesterday. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: This is pretty important. I think the member for Albany knows that this is important. 
This is a very important topic and one that I am keen to highlight. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: This is about children. I want to highlight the work being undertaken across a range of 
government agencies. The Department of Sport and Recreation, in partnership with the Western Australian 
Sports Federation, which is doing a very good job, and with the support of a number of key agencies, is engaging 
the active recreation community in the implementation of the Working with Children (Criminal Record 
Checking) Act. Of course, that is being done to minimise the risk of children being harmed in the sport and 
recreation industry. The working with children check is required by all volunteers and self-employed persons 
working in certain categories of child-related work, including the sport and recreation industry. 

I have previously approved funding of $90 000 for the Western Australian Sports Federation for the continued 
implementation of this legislation and associated harassment-free initiatives. The funding has been utilised to 
employ a project officer to provide education, support and guidance to sport and recreation organisations on this 
implementation so that they comply with the act. This is quite important. I advise the house that, through this 
initiative, 28 state sporting associations have been assisted to develop and amend their member protection 
policies. More than 30 state sporting associations have now trained member protection information officers as 
key personnel. These key personnel are assisting clubs because there are many pressures on volunteers. I very 
strongly believe that this is the way to go. In 2010 the federation has supported another 17 sport and recreation 
organisations to work through the issues of child protection, working with children, compliance, bullying on 
boards and committees, negative sports media exposure, and other incidental member protection situations that 
require some guidance. There is an associated program called Safe Club 4 Kids, which was recently presented 
with a highly commended award by the Injury Control Council of Western Australia. That was a good award to 
pick up. 

The core aim of the project is to support and educate our state sporting associations and clubs. This is very much 
about volunteers—some workers are paid, but they are mainly volunteers—and about how to create a safe 
environment for children, how to provide information, and how to manage and resolve child-related complaints 
and/or suspicions. It is a fairly touchy issue at times. It is clear to me that there is an ongoing need in this area to 
continue to help these paid and volunteer staff, and we will continue to do that. For this reason, I advise the 
house that I have approved a grant of $150 000 from the sports lottery account for the continued implementation 
of the working with children legislation and harassment-free initiatives. I look forward to the partnership 
continuing to deliver the good outcomes that it is already delivering in this area. 
 


